
1 

 

Members’ Newsletter 2022 No. 9 
 

Specific opportunities to contribute to progress of Queensland science are highlighted 
 

Advancing Communities in Western Queensland: 

Queensland Academy of Arts and Sciences, 5 August 

 

Data Science in the News Webinar Friday 5 August 2022 - 12noon to 1pm 

 

About this event: This webinar will highlight key issues affecting the remote region 

of Central Western Queensland and the roles that the Queensland Academy of Arts 

and Sciences and data science can play, in addressing these issues. In this webinar 

you will hear from:  

 Prof. John McVeigh (UniSQ) 

 Assoc Prof. Ben Lyons (UniSQ) 

 David Arnold, (RAPAD) 

 Kristine Arnold (RAPAD) 

The discussion will be moderated by Emeritus Professor Roger Stone (QAAS and 

USQ) and Emeritus Professor Helen Chenery (QAAS) 
 

Prof. John McVeigh is the Executive Director of the University of Southern 

Queensland’s Institute for Resilient Regions, which focuses on economic and social 

sciences research and engagement to assist regional communities embrace change 

and adapt successfully, and Director of the Southern Queensland Northern New 

South Wales Drought and Agriculture Innovation Hub. 
 

Assoc Prof. Ben Lyons is the Director of The Rural Economies Centre of Excellence 

(RECoE), a first-of-its-kind rural economic research collaboration between: The 

University of Queensland, James Cook University, Central Queensland University and 

the University of Southern Queensland. RECoE undertake a multi-disciplinary 

approach to addressing regional and rural economic problems and opportunities, 

providing solutions that integrate the economics of innovation with world-leading 
technical expertise on regional economic development and agriculture. 

 

David Arnold is has been the CEO of RAPAD since 2003. Through RAPAD’s 

administration of the Rural Financial Counselling Service, David is also the CEO of 

RFCS North Qld. David is also a director of RAPAD Employment Services Qld, which 

delivers the Federal Government’s Community Development Program. 
 

Kristine Arnold has been in Outback Queensland for the past 21 years as an 

educator and innovation and entrepreneur advocate at Central West Qld RAPAD. 

Joining the RAPAD team in 2008, Kristine was tasked with increasing vocational 

education training in the region. With RAPAD’s growth, and an increasing focus on 
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regional innovation, digital technology and entrepreneurship, Kristine moved across 

to manage RAPAD’s operations and the innovation programs. 
 

Emeritus Professor Roger Stone is an Australian and international leader in 

climate science and a big believer in the value of seasonal forecasting to help 

farmers, communities and governments plan for and manage risks associated with 

drought and other extreme events. Roger works with The Centre for Climate Science, 

University of Southern Queensland (UniSQ). He is the Founding and past Director of 
the Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation for Southern Queensland and 

Northern NSW also at UniSQ. 

 

Emeritus Professor Helen Chenery graduated from The University of Queensland 

in Speech Pathology and has a PhD in the area of Language Neuroscience. Her 

research has focussed on policy and practice reform in dementia care, human 

neurobionics, health workforce innovation and interprofessional education/practice. 
 

Register Here 
 

[Elsevier] Reviewer Workshop: How to get the most 
out of being a reviewer – 10 August 

 
Elsevier Team invites you to join our webinar on 10 August, 2022. 

Duration: 75 minutes Platform: Zoom Webinar 

 

Join this webinar and learn more about: 

 How to become a reviewer: Criteria 

 Role of a reviewer 
 Benefits of a reviewer 

 How to review a paper and what responsibilities reviewers have 

 Interaction with the editorial office (the editor) 

 

Recordings provided: We encourage you to register as we will provide a recording 

if you’re unable to attend. 

Register Now 
 

 

 

Society-specific event foreshadowed 

Prompted by this announcement by Elsevier, drawn to attention by Council member 

Col Lynam, our Honorary Editor Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz is proposing to run a 
similar event on behalf of the Society later in the year, possibly in November, for 

members who would like to learn something of the protocols of refereeing journal 

articles. More on this initiative later. 

 

Membership Coordinator 

 

I’m pleased to advise that Treasurer Dr Joseph McDowall has agreed to be the 

Membership Coordinator. Email traffic to the address 
membership@royalsocietyqld.org.au will be diverted to his address. 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advancing-communities-in-western-queensland-tickets-387790902027
https://t.research.email.elsevier.com/r/?id=h3dbf9490,1230800b,e5ef2fc&e=ZGdjaWQ9Uk5fUlNTX1NvdXJjZWRfNDAwMDAzMDA2JnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1STl9SU1NfU291cmNlZF80MDAwMDMwMDYmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fZGdyb3VwPSZ1dG1fYWNpZD0xNDc2NDgwMjcmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1BQyZ1dG1faW49RE0yNzk1ODk&s=Z2gQlRPur2Ddn12C6XFdEAdNfGlIZcKDVQAaN_dgME4
file:///C:/Users/pamel/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/0GMBUMKZ/membership@royalsocietyqld.org.au
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Date claimer: 28 September 

Award for Outstanding Writing on Social Change 

RoySocQ and Royal Societies of Australia 
 

A prize of $10,000 has been offered by the Bruce Piasecki and Andrea Masters Award 

on Business and Society Writing. The intention is to inspire future generations to 

become catalysts for a better, more just society.  

 
The prize is being administered in Australia by the Royal Societies of Australia, of 

which our Society is a member. The award ceremony will be held on 28 September 

at the Queensland Museum, commencing at 4 PM in the auditorium with 

refreshments in the foyer afterwards from approximately 5:15 PM, these details to be 

confirmed. Themes include, but are not limited to, climate change, racial/gender 

equality, sustainability, innovation, and new approaches. 

 
An organising committee chaired by Mr John Hardie, President of the Royal 

Societies of Australia, Council member Dr Heather Douglas, Dr Ross Hynes and 

Administration Coordinator Pam Lauder has now been established and we are in the 

process of arranging significant speakers. All members will be warmly invited. 

 

Members who are younger than 40 are warmly invited to peruse the conditions of the 
award and consider lodging a submission – closes at the end of August. See appendix 

for more details. 

 

Mentoring opportunity – students at Gatton 

 

The Wildlife Association at UQ Gatton has approached the Society for speakers for 

the next event in its series of career seminars on "Professionals in Wildlife". The next 
event is Thursday 11 August. 

 

Our President Dr Ross Hynes, Vice-President, Policy Dr Geoff Edwards and Council 

member Col Lynam have agreed to present at the 11 August event, Col from 

London by zoom.  

 

“A majority of our members are studying Wildlife Science, with a mix of Veterinary, 
Agricultural, Zoology and Animal Science was well. When we surveyed students on 

topics, conservation and how to get jobs/careers working with wildlife were the top 

responses. …we're expecting attendees of all years - from the 1st years as available 

options to 3rd years as networking for after graduation.” 

 

Emeritus Prof Angela Arthington has agreed to present at a subsequent iteration of 
this event. At this stage we don’t know how many presenters are sought for the 

remaining events this year, but any member who would like to be placed on a roster 

is invited to contact our Administration Coordinator Pam Lauder.  

 

Social Sciences Week September 2022 

 

Please get in touch with Council member Dr Heather Douglas if you are interested 
to assist her organise an activity during 2022 Social Sciences Week, 5-11 September.  

 

mailto:admin@royalsocietyqld.org


4 

The social sciences incorporate a range of disciplines including sociology, human 

geography, anthropology, archaeology, political science and psychology. Social 
science is rigorous scientific study of the foundations, institutions and functioning of 

human society. Social scientists seek to understand our world by asking questions 

such as How do we live? How do we organise? Who gets to decide? What is just and 

right? and  What do we believe? 

 

Social science is the rigorous study of interactions among individuals, families, social 
groups and organisations, and powerful institutions such as governments. Social 

scientists also study significant events such as war.  

 

The social sciences are closely aligned with the humanities fields such as philosophy, 

literature, religion, art, music, history and language. Researchers in these fields 

consider how people process and document the human experience to understand and 

record our world.  
 

Social Sciences Week offers an opportunity to showcase the social sciences to a wide 

audience, including university and high school students, teachers and the public. 

Social Sciences Week offers an opportunity to profile this important field of science.  

 

Please get in touch if you can assist to organise an event to celebrate this field of 
science. Dr Heather Douglas hdouglas21@gmail.com 

 

Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queensland 

 

The first 10 articles for Proceedings 2022 have been published: 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/proceedings-131/  

 

Congratulations to our Editor Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz, authors and typesetter 
Darryl Nixon for bringing our 2022 edition into life. Congratulations also to the 

authors who have chosen our journal as the outlet for their scholarship. 

 

Congratulations also to Dr Justyna who has been selected for a short “Martin & 

Temminck Fellowship” at the Naturalis Biodiversity Center in Leiden in the 

Netherlands. She will be going in September this year to research bone physiology in 
dwarfed insular mammals. The fellowship comes with a small award of €6,500 to 

support this research. She is retaining her UQ affiliation as an Honorary Senior 

Lecturer in the School of Social Science and has undertaken to continue editing vol. 

131 – “so nothing changes there”, we are glad to hear. 

 

Justyna has also decided to apply to the appropriate authorities to secure a ranking 
for our journal. At present it is unranked, although that is no reflection on the quality 

of the articles or the rigour of the peer review process that we routinely apply. It’s an 

artefact of the way the ranking system works. 

 

Editor and Associate Editor for edition 2023 appointed 

I am delighted to advise that Council has recently accepted an offer of A/Prof 

Julien Louys to edit volume 132, and Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz to serve as 
Honorary Associate Editor. This was a very easy decision for Council to take as we 

have been impressed with the diligence of these two recent Editors, their attention to 

detail and the standards that they have upheld during their tenure. We also 

commend their prompt attention to correspondence. The journal is in excellent 

hands. 

 
 

mailto:hdouglas21@gmail.com
https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/proceedings-131/
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Dr Geoff Edwards writes: 

The Society can be proud of the competence of the string of recent Editors. Having 
had a modest role with editing volume 124 and being a close observer of the editorial 

process, I am impressed by the amount of time and effort that our Editors expend in 

massaging articles for publication. Recent Editors have committed much of their own 

time to improving manuscripts when it would have been much easier for them simply 

to reject. This is the service that a small society not answerable to a commercial 

publisher and run by volunteers can offer to authors, especially early career 
researchers: personalised attention and a willingness to see articles through the 

process. 

 

I have observed this close at hand for several years through several Editors and on 

behalf of the Society wish to express our gratitude to the Editors for keeping alive 

the vision of an accessible, but quality journal of general science; and on behalf of 

the Editors wish to assure the membership that the journal is in competent hands 
and their manuscripts will be dealt with on their merits. 

 

TJ Ryan Foundation updates 

 

The TJ Ryan Foundation is Queensland’s own think tank and is a member of our 

Queensland Science Network. Its website includes a large repository of documents of 

a policy nature, with particular strengths in the social sciences. Its latest newsletter 
to members brings to attention three recent additions to its library. 

 
Catch up on recent expert commentaries and policy analyses, written by TJ Ryan 
Foundation Research Associates and others, in the following items added to our website. 
 
History's pointers for Indigenous Voice referendum 
Paul Kildea looks at our history of national referendum campaigns to suggest lessons for 
the proposed First Nations Voice to Parliament. 

 

 

What can history teach us to ensure a successful referendum for A First Nations Voice 
to parliament? »  

'Sobering' report on deteriorating environment 
Emma Johnston and colleagues summarise the 'sobering' findings of their jointly authored 
report on the state of the environment in Australia. 

 

 

This is Australia's most important report on the environment's deteriorating health »  

Climate ambition must stay on the government's agenda 
With the Albanese government's climate bill passing through Parliament, TJRF Research 
Associate John Quiggin recently observed that climate action must remain a high priority. 

 

 

Will a Labor majority stunt climate action? If the government wants a second term, more 
climate ambition is essential »  

Visit the website 
Need to catch up on other important issues and events? See more updates and analysis 
on the TJ Ryan Foundation Home Page. 

 

 

http://www.tjryanfoundation.org.au/cms/page.asp?ID=8606
http://www.tjryanfoundation.org.au/cms/page.asp?ID=8606
http://www.tjryanfoundation.org.au/cms/page.asp?ID=8604
http://www.tjryanfoundation.org.au/cms/page.asp?ID=8594
http://www.tjryanfoundation.org.au/cms/page.asp?ID=8594
http://www.tjryanfoundation.org.au/default.asp
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UNAA updates 

 

Society member Dr Donnell Davis, an office bearer with the United Nations 
Association of Australia Queensland, has drawn attention to the following snippets: 

 

 

Focus on Sustainable Development Goals during the Federal Election 

Across April and May the UNAA focused attention on the Sustainable Development Goals. 
We promoted the goals as a Blueprint for domestic and international policy. We highlighted 
the SDGs in our social media channels, built a toolkit with a webinar for members, and 
profiled the leading research of Professor Robert Hales of Griffith University. See the 
opinion piece prepared by Chair of our Public Policy Committee Andrew Hewett here and 
detailed analysis of party policies in our webinar. 

 

 

 

 

SDG in Focus: Life Below Water 

Our SDG14 reading list: Life Below Water explains the importance of the ocean and the 
critical role the ocean plays in our lives, from protecting our planet to providing jobs. The 
books will take you on underwater journeys and introduce you to many unique sea creatures 
while helping you to understand what problems affect our ocean’s health and what we can 
all do to help protect the ocean.   
More books available on UN ilibrary: https://www.un-ilibrary.org/content/ocean-conference  

 

 

UNAA joins Climate Ready Australia as a foundation member  

UNAA has joined Climate Ready Australia (CRI) as a foundation member.  CRI  is a 
social impact initiative of Griffith University that will bring together partners from across 
society to develop a shared agenda for climate action that can be translated into real action. 
The initiative is engaging peak bodies across Australian business and civil society to set an 
agenda, empower partnerships, progress transformative actions and champion the 
capability we need to secure a prosperous and just future. 
 
Leaders on the CRI Board include Chair Rosemary Addis AM, John Hewson AM, Professor 
Brendan Mackey, Ann Sherry AO, Sophia Hamblin Wang, Tony McAvoy SC, and Sam 
Mackay. 
 
At the first meeting UNAA Climate Change Collaboration Network Co-convenors Warwick 
Peel and Emma Lucia engaged to promote the value of the SDGs as an integrated 
blueprint, the importance of inclusion particularly in respect our Indigenous peoples as 
custodians of this great land for 65,000+ years, particularly of our most vulnerable 
communities, and the power of working across Australia’s burgeoning climate change 
ecosystem. 

https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=4a6733cc10&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=4938c651ab&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=61deb63049&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=df1b5c7952&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=f7e14e65d3&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=0c8e750c0b&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=bea6fae152&e=54ded6a059
https://unaa.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=224ecd3adfd05c6d1433f395b&id=cdeb67ab0e&e=54ded6a059
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From the President 

 

 

Our Planning Workshop of the 18th June has generated a number of useful outputs. 

These include valuable papers from Dr Heather Douglas and David McKellar. The 

resulting outputs are being documented with an emphasis on identifying key actions 
to enhance our Society’s sustainability, Council’s function and relevant refinement of 

our Constitution. More detail soon. 

 

Best wishes to all members and stay Covid safe.  

 

 
Ross Hynes 

President 

0428 721 918 

president@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

 

Secretary James Hansen, secretary@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

Treasurer Joseph McDowall josephmcdowall@gmail.com  
VP, Policy Geoff Edwards vice-president-cp@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

QSN Newsletter Editor Col Lynam newsletter@scienceqld.org.au 

Honorary Editor Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz editor@royalsocietyqld.org 

Administration Coordinator Pam Lauder rsocqld@gmail.com . 

mailto:president@royalsocietyqld.org.au
mailto:secretary@royalsocietyqld.org.au
mailto:josephmcdowall@gmail.com
mailto:vice-president-cp@royalsocietyqld.org.au
mailto:newsletter@scienceqld.org.au
mailto:editor@royalsocietyqld.org
mailto:rsocqld@gmail.com


The Royal Societies of Australia
Supporting a National Culture of Creativity and Knowledge

The AUD$10,000 Bruce Piasecki and Andrea 
Masters Award on Business and Society Writing 
seeks to inspire future generations to become 
catalysts for a better, more just society. The winner 
of the award will be announced in September 2022 
with an award ceremony to follow. 

Applicants must be between 18 and 40 years old 
and have published at least one work prior to the 
31 August application deadline. Submissions can 
include essays, research papers, books and articles. 
Topics must be thematically consistent with positive 
social impact and business. Themes include, but are 
not limited to, climate change, racial/gender equality, 
sustainability, innovation, and new approaches to 
lessen war and social stresses.

To apply, send your published pieces (link or PDF) 
and a brief (1 to 2-page) working plan addressing 
your future writing endeavours and career plans for 
the next five to 10 years to AWARDS@ahcgroup.com 
(also cc: rsa@scienceaustralia.org.au). Please contact 
rsa@scienceaustralia.org.au with any questions you 
may have.

The award is being offered in collaboration with the 
Royal Societies of Australia and the Royal Society of New 
Zealand Te Apārangi.

The award is financed by the Creative Force Foundation 
started by Bruce Piasecki, the founder of the AHC Group 
Inc. He is the author of A New Way to Wealth, 2040: A 
Fable, Doing More with Less, World Inc. and Missing 
Persons.

New Award for 
Outstanding 
Writing on 
Social Change


